T1 and T2 lip cancer: a superselective method of facial arterial infusion therapy--preliminary experience.
To formulate and evaluate a facial arterial infusion chemotherapy for squamous cell lip carcinoma. The study included six patients (age range, 46-84 years) with squamous cell carcinoma of the lower lip. There were two T1 tumors, three T2 tumors, and one T1-compatible postoperative recurrent tumor. A 4-F, double-lumen balloon catheter was inserted into the external carotid artery through the superficial temporal artery and placed for selective infusion into the tumor-feeding facial artery. Patients received a combination of mitomycin C (4.4 mg/m2 per body surface area) on day 1 and 3.2 mg/m2 of peplomycin sulfate on days 1-7 (22.4 mg/m2 per week), or, when peplomycin sulfate was contraindicated, 16 mg/m2 of cisplatin only on days 1-5 (80 mg/m2 per week). Two to three cycles of chemotherapy were given until tumor disappearance was histologically confirmed. Complete tumor disappearance was achieved in all cases. One patient had a self-limiting asthma attack during peplomycin sulfate treatment, and another had transient partial hair loss. No disfigurement, recurrence, or late complications were observed at a mean follow-up of 5.0 years (range, 2.3-11.2 years). The described facial arterial infusion chemotherapy appears to be a safe and curative treatment for T1 and T2 squamous cell lip carcinomas.